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Art. Machir
I. Introduction
The name “Machir” (MT Mākîr; LXX Μαχιρ) literally means “the sold one.” How this is to be exactly interpreted is not quite clear. It is most likely meant to mean a “hireling” or “mercenary” (cf. Josh 17:1).


II. Son of Ammiel
Machir, the son of Ammiel, was an influential person in the city of Lo-debar (probably close to Mahanaim in Manasseh) during the reigns of Saul and David. 
Second Samuel 9:4–5 suggests that he had at first been loyal to Saul, when Mephibosheth/Merib-baal had taken shelter in his house. Later on he switched his allegiance and supported David during the uprising of Absalom (cf. 2 Sam 17:27).
Machir is mentioned in bShab 56a, a passage that draws on 2 Sam 9 to clarify whether David ever sinned. He might be among the men presenting themselves to David in the Crusaders’ Bible (New York, Morgan Library, Ms M 638, fol. 40v; upper right picture) and in similar pictures on these passages. 
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III. Son of Manasseh
Machir, the son of Manasseh, is most often referred to as the latter’s only son (Gen 50:23 etc.), or as his first-born (Num 32:39–42; Josh 17:1).
There are further conflicting accounts on Machir’s genealogical background: In Num 32:41–42 he has two brothers (Jair, Nobah), while Josh 17:2 lists six different brothers, who are Machir’s grandsons in Num 26:30–32. Equally confusing is the question of Machir’s descendants: The vast majority of texts (Num 26:29; 27:1; 36:1; Josh 17:1–3; 1 Chr 2:21–23; 1 Chr 4:14, 17) name Gilead as Machir’s only son. In contrast, the passage 1 Chr 7:16, most probably textually corrupt, adds two sons, Peresh and Sheresh, not mentioned elsewhere, as well as his wife Maacah, who is said to be Machir’s sister one verse earlier. First Chronicles 2:21 lists a nameless daughter.
In several passages, Machir serves as an eponym for a clan in the tribe of Manasseh in the house of Joseph. Most texts link the clan to the Transjordan region of Gilead (Num 32:39–40; Deut 3:15; Josh 13:31; 17:1; 1 Chr 1:21–23), sometimes also with Bashan (Josh 13:31; 17:1). Yet, there are hints that in early times it resided in Cisjordan (Judg 5:14). This has led to a great deal of geographical speculation (cf. e.g., Graham; Seebass: 359–60).
On the whole, all the information on Machir’s genealogy and location should not be taken as reliable historical data. Rather, these contradictions reflect a theological-political discourse on the composition of the twelve tribes of Israel that took place in late biblical times. Of course, Machir is named as one of Israel’s tribes in the early Song of Deborah (Judg 5:14). Still, this clan did not play a major role in the monarchical era, as the name is almost unattested in epigraphic data, unlike the names of other Manasseh-clans (cf. DCH 5:268). Only in post-exilic times, do priestly texts (some of them very young, cf. Achenbach: 455–56, 572) point out Machir’s prominent role in the line of Manasseh. Similarly, Josh 17:1 explicitly calls him Manasseh’s firstborn, whereas Deut 3:14–15 questions this status by listing Jair first. The late text 1 Chr 7 stresses that Machir descended from Manasseh’s Aramaean concubine, thus probably distancing him from Israel. First Chronicles 2 may also downplay Machir’s role, as it names him only to strengthen Judahite claims to Transjordan territories (Japhet: 108). Still, the exact background to this historical debate cannot be fully grasped without further information.
Machir is referred to by the rabbis in two hermeneutical discussions in bYev 62b and bBB 121b.
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